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Expertise Overview

Melanie is a litigator with a diverse civil litigation practice focusing
on catastrophic injury, premises liability, automobile liability, dram
shop/liquor liability, and commercial litigation. Melanie’s practice
takes her all over the state of Oregon and into Southern & Eastern
Washington regularly. She enjoys giving presentations on changes
in Oregon and Washington law highlighting the Pacific Northwest’s
unique legal landscape.

Professional Background

Before joining Smith Freed Eberhard, Melanie handled first-party
insurance claims including claims related to bad faith, and
consumer protection act claims on behalf of insurance carriers.
Melanie also has experience handling insurance subrogation
matters. This experience in a high-volume practice placed a
premium on efficiency, diligence, and energy that has carried over
into her current practice.

Personal Life

Melanie was born and raised in Oregon and grew up in a handful of
smaller, Southern Oregon towns. After attending undergrad in
Wisconsin and experiencing four Wisconsin winters, she moved
back to Oregon for law school, fell in love with Portland, and can’t
imagine being anywhere else. Away from work, Melanie can usually
be found teaching knitting lessons at a local yarn shop, checking
out a local brewery, or getting her yearly supply of Vitamin D during
the 4 months of the year that it’s dry enough to be outside.
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